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Charts Are Persuasive

Researchers compared the share of people persuaded by a verbal description of a drug trial with
the share of those persuaded when a chart adding no new information was included.

Proportion of people who were persuaded by the information

Source: “Blinded With Science: Trivial Graphs and Formulas Increase Ad Persuasiveness and Belief in Product
Efficacy” by Aner Tal and Brian Wansink

Via The Upshot, New York Times (http://www.nytimes.com/2014/11/25/upshot/a-
persuasive-chart-showing-how-persuasive-charts-are.html)






Charts can mislead.



Oklahoma

Population Migration 1985-2010
Lost 33,649 people
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Oklahoma Resident Population, 1986-2010
Gained 506,747 people
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Cumulative rockets fired
at Israel from Gaza

2,719 rockets

Day 1 Day 24

Source: New York Times

Cumulative
deaths

1,472 dead

Day 1

Day 24



ORIGINAL NEW YORK TIMES GRAPH MOCK UP

Cumulative Cumulative
deaths deaths

1,472 dead s
1,408 Palestinians

dead

o I 64 |Israelis dead
Day 1 Day 24 Day 1 Day 24

Source: Anna Flagg and Moiz Syed, http://mondoweiss.net/2015/04/lesson-mislead-numbers



The Great Retrenchment

$60,000 W 25-34

B 35-44
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Annual Income

$32,000

1972 2012

Median Income for LS. Men by Age, in 2012 Dollars. Source: U.5S.
Census Bureau

Source: Bloomberg News
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Source: Eric Portelance, https://medium.com/i-data/misleading-with-statistics-c63780efa928
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Source: Eric Portelance, https://medium.com/i-data/misleading-with-statistics-c63780efa928



Charts can confuse.



Source: Flowing Data, CH AN G l N G F AC E 0 F M E R ' \
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Although Christmas is traditionally celebrated
to remember the birth of Jesus Christ,

32% consider it a cultural holiday

51% of Americans consider it a religious holiday
9% Both/Other

Source: WTF Visualizations, http://viz.wtf/



Source: XKCD.com




https.//www.dropbox.com/

s/ryns4kwOQy2c8art/death-
penalty.xlsx?dI=0
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https.//plot.ly/
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http.//www.computerworld.com/article/2506
820/business-intelligence/business-
Intelligence-chart-and-image-gallery-30-free-

tools-for-data-visualization-and-analysis.htmi



http://www.computerworld.com/article/2506820/business-intelligence/business-intelligence-chart-and-image-gallery-30-free-tools-for-data-visualization-and-analysis.html
http://www.computerworld.com/article/2506820/business-intelligence/business-intelligence-chart-and-image-gallery-30-free-tools-for-data-visualization-and-analysis.html
http://www.computerworld.com/article/2506820/business-intelligence/business-intelligence-chart-and-image-gallery-30-free-tools-for-data-visualization-and-analysis.html
http://www.computerworld.com/article/2506820/business-intelligence/business-intelligence-chart-and-image-gallery-30-free-tools-for-data-visualization-and-analysis.html
http://www.computerworld.com/article/2506820/business-intelligence/business-intelligence-chart-and-image-gallery-30-free-tools-for-data-visualization-and-analysis.html
http://www.computerworld.com/article/2506820/business-intelligence/business-intelligence-chart-and-image-gallery-30-free-tools-for-data-visualization-and-analysis.html
http://www.computerworld.com/article/2506820/business-intelligence/business-intelligence-chart-and-image-gallery-30-free-tools-for-data-visualization-and-analysis.html
http://www.computerworld.com/article/2506820/business-intelligence/business-intelligence-chart-and-image-gallery-30-free-tools-for-data-visualization-and-analysis.html
http://www.computerworld.com/article/2506820/business-intelligence/business-intelligence-chart-and-image-gallery-30-free-tools-for-data-visualization-and-analysis.html
http://www.computerworld.com/article/2506820/business-intelligence/business-intelligence-chart-and-image-gallery-30-free-tools-for-data-visualization-and-analysis.html
http://www.computerworld.com/article/2506820/business-intelligence/business-intelligence-chart-and-image-gallery-30-free-tools-for-data-visualization-and-analysis.html
http://www.computerworld.com/article/2506820/business-intelligence/business-intelligence-chart-and-image-gallery-30-free-tools-for-data-visualization-and-analysis.html
http://www.computerworld.com/article/2506820/business-intelligence/business-intelligence-chart-and-image-gallery-30-free-tools-for-data-visualization-and-analysis.html
http://www.computerworld.com/article/2506820/business-intelligence/business-intelligence-chart-and-image-gallery-30-free-tools-for-data-visualization-and-analysis.html
http://www.computerworld.com/article/2506820/business-intelligence/business-intelligence-chart-and-image-gallery-30-free-tools-for-data-visualization-and-analysis.html
http://www.computerworld.com/article/2506820/business-intelligence/business-intelligence-chart-and-image-gallery-30-free-tools-for-data-visualization-and-analysis.html
http://www.computerworld.com/article/2506820/business-intelligence/business-intelligence-chart-and-image-gallery-30-free-tools-for-data-visualization-and-analysis.html
http://www.computerworld.com/article/2506820/business-intelligence/business-intelligence-chart-and-image-gallery-30-free-tools-for-data-visualization-and-analysis.html
http://www.computerworld.com/article/2506820/business-intelligence/business-intelligence-chart-and-image-gallery-30-free-tools-for-data-visualization-and-analysis.html
http://www.computerworld.com/article/2506820/business-intelligence/business-intelligence-chart-and-image-gallery-30-free-tools-for-data-visualization-and-analysis.html
http://www.computerworld.com/article/2506820/business-intelligence/business-intelligence-chart-and-image-gallery-30-free-tools-for-data-visualization-and-analysis.html
http://www.computerworld.com/article/2506820/business-intelligence/business-intelligence-chart-and-image-gallery-30-free-tools-for-data-visualization-and-analysis.html
http://www.computerworld.com/article/2506820/business-intelligence/business-intelligence-chart-and-image-gallery-30-free-tools-for-data-visualization-and-analysis.html
http://www.computerworld.com/article/2506820/business-intelligence/business-intelligence-chart-and-image-gallery-30-free-tools-for-data-visualization-and-analysis.html
http://www.computerworld.com/article/2506820/business-intelligence/business-intelligence-chart-and-image-gallery-30-free-tools-for-data-visualization-and-analysis.html
http://www.computerworld.com/article/2506820/business-intelligence/business-intelligence-chart-and-image-gallery-30-free-tools-for-data-visualization-and-analysis.html
http://www.computerworld.com/article/2506820/business-intelligence/business-intelligence-chart-and-image-gallery-30-free-tools-for-data-visualization-and-analysis.html
http://www.computerworld.com/article/2506820/business-intelligence/business-intelligence-chart-and-image-gallery-30-free-tools-for-data-visualization-and-analysis.html
http://www.computerworld.com/article/2506820/business-intelligence/business-intelligence-chart-and-image-gallery-30-free-tools-for-data-visualization-and-analysis.html
http://www.computerworld.com/article/2506820/business-intelligence/business-intelligence-chart-and-image-gallery-30-free-tools-for-data-visualization-and-analysis.html

